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IV* A Jhort ^ifertatm mmrnmg the OMd^s 
Crying in the Womb. !By ike ^yennd Mr* 
W. Derham, ¥. %. S. 



I 



Have> alieady given the Society^ a Relation of the- 
_ moft material Circumftances of the Vagltus~Z)tennm 
that happened lately neac me. That Account was feme- 
what haftily written, without confidering the manner of 
the Foetus's Life, and the Difputes about it among fome 
©£ the raoft Learned Anatomifts. And having fince more 
maturely confidered the Matter> and made fome farthef 
Enquiries into the Cafe, I hopea (hort, and farther Difier- 
tation upon that Subjeft will not be unacceptable 5 efpe*- 
eially becanfe I find the Cafe near me to be more confide* 
rable, or at leaft that a better Account may be given o£ 
it, than I Sod of any in the Authors I have confulted a- 
bout it; and it may perhaps condace in fome meafure to 
the afcertaining the Fad, which fome of the mbft conii- 
derable Members of our Society (^^% fome of the moft 
Learned Authors) called in Qneftion. 

Among the Authors that qaeftion the Fad, two of «fe& 
raoft coniiderable are EtmtHer and Di€mrhr&etk<, The 
Learned Etmulltr declares Dkmerhroecli^ Opinion, as well 
as^his own, in h'S Dijfert&tlon de ahjirafa Refpirmimh Hh'^ 
mana mgoth, Ch. 9; Where he treats ot oar faiaoiat 
Df«i?4y(y£'/sBroblcme, Why th Feeiut aftef Delh&ry^ 4»d 
heforeit h/tth Breathed^ em limfef fo/ueBmrtinitt Mptf>^ 
hurden^ &C'^ hut having breathed bmoffcCi cartMt iim pttni 
* moment in thai manner I Etrnftller^i Words to oar pi3r« 
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pofe are, Vagi turn Uterinum itivittcihileftomuUi exijiimafit 
argiimentum pro Refpirattone Fcetiis in Z)tero demonftranda, 
Sid cum mulkrculirutn^ qu^ plerimqKe in hifce cafbus i^v9' 
cantnr tejies^ ffihlejia admodum fdcs^ nee Jatis cihumj'fQBx 
ft obfervatio, utpro baji Froblematis. hujus rtfolvend'i infer- 
vire qneat'^ pierito fufpicatftur cum Qlariff. Diemcrbroecio^ 
VigitHm^ jiquis certo 6hJerV3.tm fnerit, e fihilo iate/lif/orifm 
Jiatnlentoriim a ftetn compreffornm ortnm d,ux'ijje^ qui f-eps mi- 
nts auditur^ fufpiria gemitufyue in qtiibufd^m nientkns' Si- 
millu quoqus ad pipientium.PHllorum, intra ovi tejlum adhnc 
exijlenttum^ fonnm^ quern- editnm feruut aliquando^ reponi- 
tnus : Pr^primis cum cxtenuatus aquie vapor ad corpora tenuis 
or a allifus non minus fibilum exciture obfervetnr : itti id.cx- 
f crimen to probat J//uJir. Boj/leus. 

The Matter of Fad being thus called in Qu;fl:ion, may 
in ray Opinion receive an Anfwer^ infome meafure, from 
the. Cafe I have fpokea of, and into which^I have made 
fbme farther Enquiries. Concerning which I muft needs 
fay, that notwithftanding I (hould be as much enclined 
as any Man to dcubt of the Fad, being clearly of Opini- 
on that the Foetus doth not live in the Womb by Breath- 
ing, yet the Evidence is fo clear to me in the prefent Cafe, 
that I ara fully fatisfy'd it was really Crying of the fcetus, 
and. not Groaking of the Guts? or Womb, or the EfFcd 
of any Feminine Imagination. 

For here we have a thing happening not once, or 
twice only, but a great many times , almoft every Day, 
and divers times in the Day ; and that for near five 
Weeks, together. .Enough to have difcovered any Mi- 
frakt,' or to have undeceived even a fanciful Perfon. 

in the next Place, we havethe Child heard to Cry a» 

loud, fo as to be dilrin^Iy heard by Perfons in another 

iloom. Confequently the Hearers could more eafily, and 

cji'ti oi)' diftinguifn whether the Noife was Crying or 

Cr oakling. 
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Croaking. The Defcriptioa rhe Mother and others gave 
me thereof was, " That the Noife the Child made, was 
*' as if a Born-Infant had Cry'd eagerly, (hut up dole. in 
<' a Tub. 

In the third Place, The Crying feetned to be fo eager 
and hearty, as to end in Sobbing, like what is obfervable 
oftentimes in Born Infants. 

In the fourth Place, It was heard not alone by the Fa- 
ther and Mother, or one or two befides, but by many, or 
moft of the Neighbourhood, both near and farther oftj 
and many of them Perfons long ufed to Children 5 who 
do all with the greateft Aflurance affirm it to have been 
asmanifeft Ciying, as ever they heard from a Born-In- 
fant, and nothing like any Noife of Wind, or the Guts.- 
As on Enquiry they all particularly told me. 

And in the laft Place, The Midwife told me, that lay- 
ing her Hand on the left fide the Woman's Belly, where 
the Child lay when it Cryed, (he could plainly feel a 
Motion under her Hand, like that of Refpiration, every 
Blaft of the Child's Crying fenfiibly touching upon her 
Hand. 

Thefe Particulars being confidered, do not only prove 
the reality of the Thing, bac (hew the Cafe to be 
very confiderable. I have met with many Inftances 
of this Nature in divers Authors, but not one that 
was of fo long Continuance, and in which there 
were fuch frequent Reiterations of the Crying. Som3 
of the bed: attefted Cafes I have mec with, may de- 
ferve to be recounted here. And the Learned Per- 
zafcha of Ba^l hath given us Co good a Catalogue 
of them in the third Obfervation of his Objerv. Me- 
dic that I fhall go no farther for more. And paf- 
(ing by the Cafes he rnenrions, attefted only by vul- 
gar illirerate Perfons, I (hall name only a few that 
feem to have more fenfible Perfons for their Evi- 

D d d d dence. 
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dence* Ant. Deujfngius in his Dljfert. de Generat. 
F^^tis tell us (he faith) " how that he had it from 
*' his Collegue Monatts^ that the Child cry'd in his 
*' Wife's Womb, and the fame befel the Wives of 
" Mr. Salmittby and Mr. Grenroolt. His next Relation 
is that of our Dr. Needhai», of the Fccius crying 
in the Womb of an E»glifh Woman of QuaUty, as (he^ 
her Husband, and Chaplain were together at Supper. 
Which being a Story that every one is acquainted 
with, that hath feen the Dover's excellent Book 
De formato FceiHy I fliall not mention the Particu- 
lars of it. The laft Inftance is of chrijiian If. 
King of Denmark^ who was heard to Cry before 
he was Born. Now thefe being Cafes attefted by 
Perfons that may be fuppofed of better Underftanding 
than the fanciful Vulgar, feem to claim fomewhat more 
of Credit : The latter being the Cafe of a King, and in 
all probability heard by fome of the beft Quality about 
the Court 5 the next heard by the Chaplain as well as 
Perfons of Quality themfelves, aiid that three times one 
after another 5 and the former coming within the 
Cognifance of Gentlemen, and they probably Men of 
Learning too. 

Upon this whole Evidence Tand more I could have 
added, even from the time of Hippocratesy I fay from 
hence) I conclude, That the Feetus doth really Cry 
foraetimes in the Womb 5 although how this is per- 
formed is hard to account for: Surely not without 
Refpiration. And therefore I am apt to think, that 
although the Foetus doth not ordinarily breathe in the 
Womb, y«t it is poffible for it to have an occafio- 
nal, temporary Refpiration there. But whether in 
fuch Refpiration, any of the Blood paffeth into the 
Lungs, or whether it doth not continue its Circula- 
tion through the Foramen Ovale only : Or if any more 
than ordinary Blood (hould by fuch Respiration get 

into 
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into the Lungs, whether it may not eafily, and without 
Inconvenience be difcharged thence, during thac 
State of Life the Foetus leads in the Womb: At! 
thefe Doubts I muft confefs my felf unable to deter- 
mine. But however thus much favouring my Opi- 
nion, may t^ obferved in the Sea-Caifi and fuch 
other Animals as have the Foramen Ovale^ That the 
Circulation of their Blood is continued, notwith- 
ftanding the ditcontinuance of their Refpiration for a 
long time. 

As to the Peeking of Chic\etis in th Egg., about 
which Etmulkr hath the fame doubt, as of the Vagitux 
Vterims, I have my felf divers tines heard that, 
both from Chickens and Ducks. And a Perfon more 
Gonverfant in fuch Matters than my felt afluresme, 
That a little before the Hatching, (he hath often, 
and can at any time caufe fomc Chickens, and 
Ducklings to peep in the Egg. She faith, th4t forae- 
times whole Nefts of Eggs will yield a Cry, fome- 
times onlyi feme particular Eggs: But that fuch Eggs 
as have once afforded a Peeping, may be made to 
Peepr and Cry at any time, by (baking the Egg, 
and putting the Youngling into a disorder. And 
fometimcs where there hath not been any Noife be- 
fore heard, the Bird hath been made to Cry, by 
(baking the Egg in which it was enclofed. 

The Caufe ot this Peeping in the Shell, I take to be 
from fome Uneafinefs the young Bird may find there. 
It being arrived to its perfeft State in the Egg, i« 
cither weary of its Confinement therein, and defireth 
more liberty 5 or elfe it lies uneafily, or is offended 
with (baking, and therefore Peepeth and Cryerh, as 
when uneafy out of the Shell. 

And after fome fuch manner I take it to be with 
an Humane Foetus j that it is in fome Diforder, and 
aneafy in the Womb, and therefore Cryeth as well 

D d d d 3 in. 
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in, as out of if. Thus I am apt to think it befel 
the FcEtus I have fo often fpoken of, viz. That ic 
Jay very uneafily in the Womb all the while it Cry'd 
there, the Mother being in great Pain before, and 
during the time of the Child's Crying, and t\it Cnild 
ic fell being dofely confined, and p'Snt up on the 
Left-fide the Mother's Belly, all the time of the Crjing 
ffffljiy and not all the 5 Week^s^ as by miftake 1 told ia 
ray former Letter. Perhaps alfo the Child might 
find fome Uneafinefs from a Bone the Midwife fold 
me fhe found to ftick out fomewhat farther than or- 
dinary : Which, upon Examination, I take to be one 
of the Vertebrae of the Back-bone. And if this Bone 
caufed Uneafinefs to the Child, it might alfb by that 
means occafion perhaps the Woman's Pains I fpake of. 
But thefe Suppofitions and Gueffes, which are only 
Imaginations of wiy own, may probably difagree with 
the Obfervations and Notions of Perfons better skilled 
in Anatomy than my felf, and are therefore fubmitted 
to their belter Judgments by 

Their Bumble Servant, 

W. Derham. 
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